
REAL ESTATE GUIDE

October 17, 2020

NEWLY LISTED METRICON HOME IN NORTH LAKES











CONVEYANCING

REAL ESTATE GUIDE



North Lakes
  0406 861 210     07 3491 9990

Shop 1A  27 Discovery Drive, North Lakes
rh.com.au/northlakes 

SOLD!

List. Sell. Rent 

Looking to sell? Need a no obligation appraisal? 
Call at Raine & Horne North Lakes  today! Team Wilkie 

“If anyone can do it THEY CAN!
I could not be happier with the commitment and dedication of both Tony and Nadine. If anyone is unsure who to get to sell their house, please do 
yourself a favour and look no further. You will not get anyone more honest than these two, they will help do what is needed to achieve your 
goals ,  as  noth ing  i s  too  b ig  or  small .  Thank  you  Tony and Nadine ,  we  are  t ruly  grateful  for  your  k indness ! ”
Sellers of 9 Freshwater Creek Road, Mango Hill



HOW WILL COVID-19 IMPACT HOUSING PRICES IN THE NEXT
3, 6 AND 12 MONTHS? 

Whether you're a first home buyer, an investor or homeowner planning 
to upsize or downsize the current situation is creating uncertainty.  
So, what should you do?  

In comparison to other outbreaks, for example SARS in 2003, I believe 
that, based on the swiftness of government + RBA + Bank's 
responses, that we are in a better place to ride out COVID-19.

Our property prices did not suffer major setbacks in the midst of 
Swine Flu in 2009/2010. It stabilised and there was a little positive 
growth, however the swine flu happened in between the GFC 
2008/2009 and the mining downturn 2011/2012, so there were other 
economic downturns that impacted unemployment and housing 
activity.

Australia is not 'one' housing market and Brisbane is set for strong 
growth in the coming years even with the current softening.  From a 
property market perspective, for those ready to buy, more than ever 
now is the best time – especially with record low cash rate, lenient 
lending, and many banks offering deals.  What we are seeing in 
Moreton Bay is shorter time on market and good sale prices.  The 
reduction in stock has seen those that go to market sell quickly and 
for close to the asking price.  There has always been some vendor 
discounting, so we are still seeing that, but overall sellers are getting 
good offers.  

So, if you are thinking of selling now is a good time.  If you are looking 
to buy, you will have to make offers quickly as house are getting 
snapped up.   

The RBA has announced its belief in price reductions for the market, 
and we are seeing that in Sydney and Melbourne.  According to 
Corelogic data for the June quarter, the Brisbane dwelling market 
declined just -0.2%. Interestingly, this fall was driven by the Brisbane 
–Inner City region, where values fell -2.4%. No other SA4 market 
recorded a value fall in the quarter.  The Sunshine Coast and Gold 
Coast dwelling markets still saw dwelling price increases in the June 
quarter, of 1.0% and 0.7% respectively.   As borders are likely to stay 
closed until 2021, these markets may see mild price falls before next 
year. 

With expats returning home and international travel restricted 
Queensland is poised for increased domestic migration.  In 2019 
Queensland recorded the highest volume of net interstate migration 
since September 2017.  If you are thinking of selling, you should 
probably look at doing it sooner rather than later.  

Cash in now, rent for 6-12 months and look to buy when we will see 
increase in distressed properties on the market next year.  If you or a 
loved one is in a 
distressed situation already, look to sell now. You can always buy 
again if you sell and you get back on your feet.  It may be harder if the 
bank forecloses and you lose any equity you may have had in the 
house.  

These are uncertain times and everyone's situation is different.  Be 
smart and look at the long term.  Protect your cash and assets, if you 
need to sell to survive now and thrive later then make that decision.  If 
you can invest, I think you will see many opportunities to do so over 
the coming 12 months. As the mortgage holiday ends and pressure is 
put on families, we will see distressed properties.  But remember 
there are always options.

If you need advice please don't hesitate to reach out.  I'm happy to 
answer any questions you may have.  
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Michelle has successfully worked as a buyers agent, project manager of several developments as well as 
commercial and residential sales and leasing director.
As the principle of Cooinda Properties she shares her knowledge and experience with her clients 
ensuring a win/win for all. She is highly regarded in the industry and an asset to have on your side. If you 
have any property questions please send them into the messenger and Michelle will answer them.

1. Invest in a comfortable chair
A comfortable chair is the heart of a productive 
home office. You will spend nearly half your day on 
it. Investing in a good one will make a notable 
difference to your work life.

2. Use a second monitor
A second monitor is the closest you can get to a 
productivity superpower. An additional screen 
makes so many tasks easier — coding, designing, 
writing, and researching. It also makes multi-
tasking more approachable.

3. Do not forget mice and keyboards
For keyboards, try using mechanical keyboards. 
These have mechanical, clicky keys that give a lot of 
feedback. While they might be noisy, they offer 
unparalleled typing comfort.   or mice, choose 
something larger that fits your hand comfortably. 
Avoid small travel mice — they are uncomfortable 
for extended use.

4. Consider buying a standing desk
There is a growing body of research that show that 
sitting for extended periods of time is bad for your 
health (sitting is the new smoking!). This explains 
why the new generation of workers are embracing 
standing desks.  A standing desk will not magically 
transform your health, but it  wil l  improve 
productivity, focus and heart health.

5. Follow ergonomic rules
Minimize the damage sitting for long hours causes 
to your body by following ergonomic rules. Set up 
your home workspace in such a way that your back 
and neck are straight, and your arms are parallel to 
the floor. Avoid slouching or keeping your arms at 
odd angles. Check out the interactive “Ergonomic 
D e s k  H e i g h t  C a l c u l a t o r ” 
https://www.ergotron.com/tools/workspace-
planner  

6. Add some green plants
A few green plants will not only add a dash of colour 

to your office space but also increase happiness 
and reduce stress. In fact, even a few plants can 
increase productivity by as much as 15%, according 
to a study conducted by Exeter University. 

7. Manage your cables
Basic wire management can go a long way towards 
improving your office aesthetic. It's also fairly cost 
efficient as well — you'll just need a few clamps and 
zip ties to manage messy wires.

8. Make sure you have high-speed internet
Working from home; conducting zoom meetings 
and running an online store makes it imperative you 
have a solid home internet connection. It's easy to 
get distracted when slow internet connection

 disrupts your workflow all the time. For better WiFi 
signal strength, place your router high off the ground 
and in the center of your house. Make sure there is 
no clutter around it, as well as any devices or 
appliances that can cause signal disruption. For 
example, microwaves or home phone sets. Check 
your internet speed with specialized services like 
Speedtest, Fast.com, or SpeedOf.Me.

9. Choose workspace according to your needs
When choosing a place for your home office, think 
about how you are going to use it. Will you make 
conference calls? Will clients come over to your 
place? Do you need to keep kids or pets away from 
your workspace? Do you need a place for storage?

10. Manage the temperature
Appropriate temperature control and fresh air are 
also important to consider when you set up home 
office. It's impossible to concentrate when working 
in a stuffy room, so make sure your working space is 
well-ventilated.

11. Get natural light
The first rule of building a comfortable office is to get 
plenty of natural light.  Why natural light? A recent 
study found that adults who get natural light sleep 
better (46 minutes more according to Maria Paul 
from North-Western University) than those who 
don't get natural light). Another study found that 
40% of workplaces with natural light experience 3%-
40% improvements in productivity.

12. Install ambient lights
Natural light is good, but what if you like working 
after dark or live in an area with limited natural light?   
Here is where ambient lighting comes in.  Try 
placing a few cheap rope LED lights around your 
workspace. Affix them such that they follow the 
edges of your desk, bathing it in soft light.

...Continued next week

21 TIPS FOR CREATING THE PERFECT HOME OFFICE (Part 1)
As more and more teams shift to remote or flexible work from home (WFH) to combat the spread of COVID-19, a recent 
study from 'FlexJobs' reports that 65% of respondents surveyed said they were actually more productive working remotely 
than in a traditional office space. Here are a few life hacks for choosing home office equipment and decor.








